
Presidentõs Corner  
 

Happy New Year 
  
How quickly another year passes by. Chinese New Year celebrates the year 4708 and 

here in the United States we celebrate the year 2010.  The Chinese have many estab-

lished traditions, superstitions, and cultural beliefs. It is during this time of Chinese 

New Year that my American born friends and I outwardly show our Chinese heri-

tage.   

Yes, we ABCôs (slang for American Born Chinese) or the ñjook sengò eat steak, fried chicken, fried 

fish, sushi, baked potato, french fries, corn on the cob, taco, spaghetti, pizza, and apple pie during the 

year. We use the fork and not the chopsticks. We also wear black clothing to all occasions. We do not 

solely hang out with other Chinese people. To our parentsô disappointment, we are more fluent in Eng-

lish than in Chinese. We are graduates from Harvard, Stanford, Cal Berkeley, Northwestern, MIT, or 

the University of Arizona because we can communicate fluently in English.   

As an American Born Chinese, I am criticized for not having Chinese culture. Do I lack culture because 

I do not speak more than one dialect of Chinese? If I do not have cultural pride, then why did I help 

finance and build the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center? The face in the mirror says I am Chinese. Chi-

nese culture influences my life daily. I was taught to honor and respect my elders, to care and support 

my family and friends, and to work hard and try to be successful in all my endeavors.  

Personally, I have Misters Fook, Luk, and Sow in my house. I have Chinese paintings, statues, and 

lucky horses. Growing up, I watched Chinese movies and listened to Chinese music with my parents. I 

can write my name in Chinese and can communicate effectively with the Seniors on Thursdays in Can-

tonese, which is a Chinese dialect. I know to put the brooms away during Chinese New Year, to wear 

red clothing, to display oranges and tangerines with green leaves and stems still attached. I know why I 

eat dumplings, whole fish, whole chicken, and ñZhaiò with the fat choy algae during Chinese New 

Year. I put the ñfooò on my front door. I was raised with the  traditions of not one, but two cultures.  

Again, superstitions or traditional cultural beliefs begin the Chinese Lunar New Year. At this time, the old world traditions meet the new 

world arenas. The Year of the Tiger celebration begins February 13, 2010 with Family Day at the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center. Chi-

nese foods, cooking demos, artists will draw and do illustrations, children can play Chinese games, performances from the Chinese 

school students, and of course, the lion and dragon dance teams will perform in the John and Mamie Kai Family Building. Then on the 
following Saturday, February 20, our annual Lunar New Year fundraising event will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino on Old No-

gales Highway. Silent auction and raffle drawings, steak and grilled Chilean sea bass dinner, libations, entertainment, dancing, and adult 

fun fill the evening. Please join us in attending the two events. Let us ñroarò in the New Year together.  

Happy New Year!  

Patsy Lee 

TCA President / Lunar New Year chair  
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