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T u c s o n  C h i n e s e  

A s s o c i a t i o n   

4 t h  o f  J u l y  

C e l e b r a t i o n   

Come Join Us For:  

Food (Free) 

Raffle Prizes (Tickets $5) 

Performances 

Games/Jumping Castle 

And More... 

 

Where: Tucson Chinese Cultural Center  

When: Sunday, July 4, 2010 

Time:  4:00 PM - 7:00 PM  

Free Admission!!! 

For More Info: (520) 292 -6900 or www.tucsonchinese.org  

1288 W. River Road 

Presidentôs Message   
 

Volunteerism, I asked for your help and boy did you come though. 

Membership, you are continuing to renew.  Also, got 5% new members 

donations received from new members and the old members continue giving. 

Attendance of the cultural events: 

 

1,500 came to the two day Lunar New Year festival 

200 attended World Tai Chi Day 

6,000 came to the first ñTaste of Asiaò weekend 

Sold 700 zongzi for Dragonboat Day 

60 golfers at the Tucson Omni Resort for the TCA/AAFSAA golf tournament 

15 families have provided their grocery stories and pictures and still growing 

250 had dinner and moon cakes at the Autumn Moon Festival 

180 came to Holiday party 

Increase of 10% in Chinese School enrollment 

 

Thank you for the support, but your continued participation is needed to maintain this momentum.  

This momentum is an enormous financial achievement. The Cultural Center went from red to 

black with your help.  Believing in the vision and mission of our Cultural Center is the important 

aspect of this organizationôs sustainability. 

 

Letôs serve fried chicken TOGETHER soon!!! 

Patsy 
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2009 Happenings That Happened  
Wow! Did the year pass by fast; it was a most enjoyable and fulfilling experience for me. I can 

say TCA budget was in the black for 2009. I could not have done it without the support and loy-

alty of all the volunteers. Special thanks to my family, and friendséoh yeah, and the kitchen 

crew (I work to the bone), headed by James Tong and his staff, Franklin Lee, Howard Lee, Leslie 

and Danny Wong, Jennifer and Don Gin, Diana and Gene Woon, Sharon and Les Foo and their 

sons (Ryan, Chris and Tyler), Alice and Daniel Chan and their sons (Sean, Kyle, and Brandon), 

and Helen Don. 

 

The New Year included the induction of eight new board members who were introduced at the 

Lunar New Year Dinner. The new members are Robin Blackwood (a retired Navy lawyer and a 

Chinese School student); Shibin Jiang (the owner of Ad Value Photonic and parent of Chinese 

students); Larry Lang (a self employed businessman and conductor for the Sino Choir); Steve 

Lew (a retired employee from the Motor Vehicle Division); Tina Liao (partner of Innova Envi-

ronmental Engineering); Jing Ma (a teacher with Tucson Unified School District); Frances Tom 

(a retired teacher and a Chinese School student); and Kevin Wong (the owner of Soreo Select). 

 

The Lunar New Year Family Day had lots of food and ñnoodlesò of fun for the kids. The Lunar 

New Year fundraising dinner at the Casino was delightful and everyone seemed to really enjoy 

the evening. The fashion show was captivating and the best part was the whopping $42,000 

raised through the silent auction and dinner donations. 

 

We were all pleased with the incredible turn out of World Tai Chi Day, which took place on 

April 17th. Over five different styles of tai chi were presented throughout the day, and not only 

were the professionals showing off their skills, but they pulled people from the crowd and taught 

them some moves. 

 

On April 30 and May 1st, the first ñTaste of Asiaò was initiated. Danny Leung did an amazing 

job as head of the event. Some 6,000 people attended the festival, which included food and enter-

tainment from various Asian groups. 

 

Those Zongzisô were a hit again thanks to Mrs. Sally Leeôs delicious recipe! Aunt Sally and her 

friends made over 600 in one day. On Fatherôs Day, the dragon boat races were a blast, not to 

mention very refreshing on a hot Tucson day. A true partnership with Families From China 

Group. 

 

A quick review on the four programs is the Lion Dance Team was busy again with requests to 

perform throughout the city. The Senior Program continues to grow in membership. I think the 

lunch brings them out. The Tucson Chinese School has increased enrollment in adult students 

and the student composition competition expanded its participation into China. The History Pro-

gram has a symposium planned September 25. The topic will be the Chinese immigration into 

Southern Arizona, the past and present. 

 

Here are the upcoming events at the Cultural Center; the 4th of July picnic with a stakeholders report., the Autumn Moon Festival 

which includes the History Symposium, and the Holiday Party and Dance.  Be sure to check the dates on these events and put them 

in your calendar so you do not miss all the fun! 

 

Patsy 

 

2010 Tucson Chinese School Summer Camp 2010  
By: Hong Lei 

 

 Twelve kids, 6-10 years old, found a good place to spend a week in toasty Tucson last week ï the 

Tucson Chinese School summer camp. Held at the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center, this camp had a theme 

on ñtravel across Chinaò. Each day started with a lesson on Chinese language and culture; then the campers 

were directed to visit a region in China, through cyber connection, and bring back impressive pictures about 

the geography and culture of that region. These pictures were organized in Microsoft PowerPoint for a final 

presentation at the last day, partially or mostly in Chinese.  

 

 Experiencing the diversity of Chinese food was another highlight of the camp. Consistent with 

the region they learned about each day, a typical dish from that region was prepared for lunch. Moreover, 

the campers were given opportunity to make the food in the hands-on session. These included Zongzi, 

noodles, dumplings, rice cake and fried rice.  

 

 In the Art and Craft session the campers worked on wooden dragon puzzles, made tigers with 

paper rolls, assembled their own dragon boats that were to race in a dragonboat tournament. To encourage the spirit of team work, 

the campers were instructed to build a 3D model of the Great Wall of China, each contributing a section 

(either a section of wall or a watch tower). Additionally, they also enjoyed playing basket ball, table tennis, 

badminton and other games.  

 

 Thanks to our volunteers, the camp activities were not only fun but also educational. Dr. David 

Lee and his students showed campers how to make lip balm (Chapstix); Jackson Veneklasen held a Chinese 

YoYo session; Gary Low and Kevin Ng gave lion dance lessons; Tina Liao introduced Chinese New Year 

tradition and made delicious rice cake; Patsy Lee prepared lunch and hands-on sessions; Susan Chan was 

responsible for supplies. 

 

 The camp leading teacher this year was Jinhui Zhang, working along with the sport teacher Craig Salomonson and the art 

teacher Erika (also a TCCC staff). I think the best reward for everyoneôs hard work is the fact that four campers returned from last 

yearôs camp and two new campers will register for Chinese school this fall. Furthermore, nothing is more satisfying than hearing 

from parents that their kids could not wait to come to the camp everyday. Thank you, every one.       

  

12 6-10 2010

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. David Lee

Jackson Veneklasen Gary Low Kevin Ng

Tina Liao Patsy Lee

Susan Chan  

 

Jinhui Zhang Craig Salomonson Erika

    

ABOUT US 

 

 

 

 

TCA is a nonprofit organization. 

The primary purpose of this pub-

lication is to serve as a medium 

of communication for the Tucson 

Chinese Association and the Chi-

nese community at large. Contri-

butions to the newsletter are al-

ways welcome and are also tax 

deductible.  

  

 

Tucson Chinese Cultural Center 

News 

1288 W. River Road 

Tucson, AZ 85704 

 

 

LAYOUT  EDITOR   

Ryan Gee  

CHINESE EDITOR   

Rongji Chen 

 

Announcement from the News-

letter/  The Tucson 

Chinese Newsletter is published 

quarterly.  As usual, we welcome 

your opinions, comments and 

stories.  Thank you for your con-

tinuous support of the newsletter. 
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The 1st Tucson Taste of Asia    
 

On April 30th and May 1st, the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center at 1288 W. River Road hosted 

the first Tucson Taste of Asia festival.  As a celebration of the National Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Heritage month in May, over 60 different organizations with performances, 

marketplace displays, workshops and food booths were present for the entire community to 

enjoy.  2010 is the Chinese Cultural Centerôs 5 year anniversary and this festival was a great 

way to celebrate. 

 

Event organizers estimate between 5,500 and 6,000 people were in attendance during the fes-

tivals two days.  Foods native to Thailand, Laos, Korea, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, India, Kazakhstan and China were featured along 

with arts, music and dance from various parts of Asia.  The festival was planned as a fun and entertaining opportunity for the Tuc-

son community to experience the different cultures that make up Asia. 

 

The Taste of Asia festival is the Cultural Centerôs largest public event 

since opening in 2005.  Local City Councilmembers, County Supervi-

sors, representatives from Congressional offices and State Corporation 

Commission candidate Barry Wong were some notable guests at this 

yearôs festival.  All of the festival attendees were greeted by 12 con-

testants from the Chinese United Association of Greater Phoenixôs 40th 

Anniversary Miss Chinese Pageant Court. 

 

Two performance stages were used for the festival to showcase a wide variety of cultural performances.  

Some of the participating groups include the Tucson Sino Choir, Tucson Sino Martial Arts, Tucson Sino 

Taiji, Urvashi Dance Academy, Odaiko Sonora, Leiola Hula Halau and 

the Arathi School of Dance to just name a few.  In addition to stage per-

formances, there were a number of workshops and demonstrations rang-

ing from the Art of Japanese Swordsmanship to playing the Chinese Guzheng. 

 

Most of the performers were introduced by our event MCôs Tina Liao and Nixon Low, and the 

others were introduced by our special guest MCôs Sooyeon Lee (producer for KUAT TV) and 

Tammy Vo (News Anchor for KGUN9).  The event received local media coverage on the eve-

ning news, local newspapers, and showcased on KUATôs Arizona Illustrated on May 6th. 

 

To see the KGUN9 news broadcast visit: http://www.kgun9.com/Global/story.asp?S=12410665 

 

To see the KUATôs Arizona Illustrated visit: 

http://playpbs.azpm.org/video/1487229235/ 

 

Much of the eventôs success this year was the result of the volunteerôs and planning teamôs hard 

work.  Over 100 volunteers from the Chinese community donated their time to yearôs festival to 

make the event run smoothly.  Another great addition to the planning team was the executive di-

rector of the Tucson Meet Yourself, Mia Hansen.  Her experience and expertise was a great asset in getting the Taste of Asia off to 

a good start.  Itôs estimated that this years festival generated over $50,000 for all of the participating organizations.  Thanks to the 

support of the entire Tucson community, we hope this is only the first Taste of Asia festival of many to come. 

TASTEof
ASIA

First Annual

2010

The First Annual Symposium on 
ñChinese American Immigrant History in Southern Arizonaò  

  

 

 The symposium will be held on September 25, 2010, at the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center. Six distinguished speakers will 

present research findings as well as family accounts of Chinese immigration into southern Arizona. Dr. Evelyn Hu-DeHart, Direc-

tor of the Center for the Study of Race and Ethnicity at Brown University will give the plenary lecture. The other speakers are (in 

alphabetical order) Dr. Lincoln Chin , Professor emeritus, University of Arizona; Dr. Grace Peña-Delgado, Professor, Penn State 

University; Sylvia Sun Minnick, Author of ñImages of America: the Chinese Community of Stockton (2002)ò; Homer Thiel, Ar-

cheologist and author of ñArcheological Investigations of a Chinese Gardenerôs Household (1997)ò; and Dr. Li Yang , Tucson Chi-

nese historian. Presentations will trace Chinese immigrantsô southward migration from California and northward migration from 

Mexico beginning in the 1800ôs through the use of archeological evidence and historical records. This symposium is the first of a 

series to uncover the history of the Chinese immigrant communities in southern Arizona.  

The symposium will begin at 9 AM until noon, followed by a dim sum lunch and reception with the speakers. Registration is 

required for the symposium; $20 for non-members, and $10 for TCCC members. The symposium is a joint event with the grand 

opening of a new exhibition of Chinese historic photo-archive at the Cultural Center, co-sponsored by the Arizona Historical Soci-

ety. Admission to the exhibition is free. The dayôs event will feature also author Christopher Corbett , and signing of his new book 

ñthe Poker Brideò (Atlantic Monthly Press, 2010), a fascinating story about the life of Polly Bemis, a pioneer Chinese woman in the 

Wild West (Source: the Symposium Organizing Committee)  

 

Registration Form  

The First Annual Symposium on ñChinese American Immigrant History in Southern Arizonaò 

September 25, 2010, 9 AM ï 12 noon; lunch 12 noon ï 1:30 PM  

Please mail completed form to: First History Symposium, Tucson Chinese Cultural Center, 1288 W. River Road, Tucson, AZ 85704; 

OR call (520) 292-6900 to register by phone 

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:___________________________  Phone:___________________________ 

Method of payment: Check___ Credit Card: MasterCard__ Visa__ Other (please state)____________ 

Card#__________________________ exp date____________ Name on card_______________________ 

 

 

 (Evelyn Hu-DeHart) 

Grace P. Delgado  Sylvia Sun Minnick 

Homer Thiel Lincoln Chin

 

 

12

Christopher Corbett 

20  , 10

520 292-6900 

( ) 
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